NEWS 

from the 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

Office of Information 


and Public Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 
20210 


Week of January 18, 1988 


IN THIS ISSUE: 


BLACK UNEMPLOYMENT REMAINS 
STEADY IN DECEMBER 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 





REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 


The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices located ‘in major 


cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a news or feature story provided 


through this service--or have @ direct news inquiry--you may contact one of the offices 
listed below. This listing includes the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the 
Regional Directors for Public Affairs and the states in their regions: 


Region I.........John M. Chavez 

- Room 1700 
JFK Federal B1dg. 
Boston, MA 0220 


Connecticut 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
Mew Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 


Region I1........Chester Fultz 


201 Varick Street 
Room 605 A 

New York, NY 10014 
P12) 337-2319 


New Jersey 
New York 
Puerto Rico 
Virgin, Islands 


Region I11.......John P. Hord . 
Room 14120 
3535 Market Street 


Philadel pris’ PA 19104 


Delaware 

District of 
Columbia 

Maryland 

- Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

West Virginia 


Regi on Ae Dan -Fuqua 

Room 317 
Alabama ' 1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 
Florida Atlanta, GA 30367 
Georgia “404-347 


Mississippi ates 


Worth Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Region ¥.........John D. Mellott 
Room-3192¢ — 

atonal 230 S. stasttee Seeet 
ndiana Chica It 6 
Hichigan Tz 3e5--6976 
Minnesota 

Ohio 

Wisconsin 


_ Oklahoma 


Region Vi ncccccccccecsherrme Moran 
724 


Roos 724. 
$55 Griffin St. 
Dalles 


Arkansas — 
Loufstana 
New Mexico 


™% 75202 
W4-767-4776 


Texas 


Region VIl..0..0000.-Patrick A. Hand 
2509 


Room 
Federal Office Bldg. 
911 Walnut St. 


. Kansas oye MO 64106 


Region VIII.........-Ernest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 


Colorado Federal Bldg. 
Montana . 1961 Stout St. 
North Dakota 80294 
South Dakota 35 

Utah 

Wyoming’ 


lowa 
Kansas - 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Denver, CO 
5-84-42 


‘Region IX.......0++..d0e B. Kirkbride 


; Suite 1035 
Arizona _71 Stevenson Street 
California San Francisco, CA, 94105 
Hawaii 515-955-5437, °¢0—~—~— 
Nevada 


Region X....ecceeeeeeMike Shimizu. 
* Room 3086 


Alaska 
Idaho 
Oregon 
Washington 


Federal Office Bldg. 
909 First Ave. 
Seattle, WA 98174 
206-442-7620 





Week of January 18, 1988 


BLACK UNEMPLOYMENT REMAINS 
STEADY IN DECEMBER 


WASHINGTON Black unemployment remained steady at 12.2 percent of 
the labor force in December, the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reported. 


A year earlier, in December 1986, the black unemployment rate was 
13.7 percent. 


The black unemployment rate in October 1987 was 12.1 percent. 
These rates are seasonally adjusted. 


The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for black teenagers, 
16-19 years of age, was 33.4 percent in December 1987, 33.9 percent in 
November 1987 and 36.6 percent in December 1986. 


For the labor force as a whole, employment continued to increase 

in December, and unemployment was little changed. The overall unemployment 
rate was 5.7 percent in December, and the rate of civilian workers only 

was 5.8 percent. 


While little different from November 1987, both rates had declined 
nearly a percentage point during 1987. 


The number of unemployed persons, at 7.0 million in December, and the 
civilian unemployment rate, at 5.8 percent, seasonally adjusted, were 
little changed from November but have edged down from this past summer’s 
levels. Both of these measures have improved markedly during 1987. This 
improvement largely reflects a decline in the number of unemployed persons 
who lost their last job. 


In December, there was little or no change in the jobless rates for 
adult men (4.9 percent), adult women (5.2 percent), teenagers (16.1 
percent) and whites (4.9 percent). The unemployment rate for Hispanics, 
which is often more volatile than those for whites and blacks, declined 
to 8.1 percent in December, a return to its general level of the July-— 
to-October period. Jobless rates for nearly all worker groups showed 
considerable improvement over the year. 


The mean duration of unemployment, at 14.2 weeks, and the median 
duration, at 6.0 weeks, were about unchanged from November. However, in 
line with the general improvement in unemployment, both measures showed a 
decline in duration of about 1 week compared with year-earlier levels. 


# # # 
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The National Survey of Professional, Administrative, Technical and 
Clerical Pay was expanded in 1986 to include firms with as few as 50 workers, 
according to the annual report of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


# # # 


A total of 20.6 million initial claims for state unemployment insurance 
were filed in 1985, according to the 1986 annual report of the J.S. Department 


of Labor. 


# # # 


A total of 19.9 million persons registered with the state employment 
services during the 1985 program year, according to the 1986 annual report of 
the U.S. Department of Labor. 


# # # 


The Interstate Job Bank computer tape-to-tape exchange of job openings 
information grew rapidly to include approximately 10,000 openings each week, 
according to the 1986 annual report of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


# # # 


More than 317,000 apprentices received training and more than 94,000 
new apprentices started their training in 1986, according to the annual report 
of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


### 
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